August 18, 2011

The Aug. 11 edition of Lookout provided some
back to school safety tips. It did not address
Florida laws regarding driving near or around
school buses. However, a concerned reader

Lookout Answers Your Questions

What Does the Law Say?

submitted the following question:

“If the school bus is traveling in the opposite
direction of a divided highway, do drivers have to

stop?”

Section 316.172, Florida Statutes, states:

“The driver of a vehicle upon a divided highway
with an unpaved space of at least 5 feet, a raised
median, or a physical barrier is not required to
stop when traveling in the opposite direction of a
school bus which is stopped in accordance with

the provisions of this section.”

WARNING! Painted lines, pavement markings, gt
and one- or two-way left-hand turn lanes do not

constitute a barrier.
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SLOWDOWN, FOLLOW TRAFFIC SAFETY REQUIREMENTS,
AND MAKE WAY FOR EMERGENCY AND OPERATIONAL ESCORT VEHICLES!!!
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- Kids are back in school ¢ the Week
August is Back to School Safety Month. To elebrate the pae

accasion, Lookout compiled a list of Back ta School safety tips. M
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For children walking to schoal or the bus stop

+ Plan oute with the
tarsections that have crossing gude

+ Walk the route with your child beforshand. Tell children to stay away from parks,
Venaatiots, Helos and other places where there are. nnly 2 few people.

# Teach yourchid to never ta tostrangers or acoeptrides or gifs from sirangers
Rer

d, if possible, with

For children riding the sehoal bus:

% Instruct your ehild notto bend down in front of the bus to tie shoes or pickup.
‘abjects because the driver may not see him or her before accelerating,
rly, stay out of the street, wait for the
roaching the street, watch for cars.

bus
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# Remind children to stay seated at all times and keep their heads and arms inside
T s whie £15 1 mation. Chkien should wart unbl the bus somes 1o 3
complete stop before attempting to exit and then exit only from the front using
the handrail. It also is  good idea to eross the street at least 10 feet for 10 giant
steps) in front of the bus. ° =

Teach your kids. whsther walking, biking, or riding the bus o school, -
to obey all traffic signals, signs and traffic officers
For motorists: F
+ Slow down and

allertin residential d schoal

“ Take extra time to look for kids at interseetions, on medians, and on curbs.
* Enter and exit driveways and alleys slowly and carefully
% Watch for children on and near the road in the morning and after school hours
% Reduce any distractions inside your car 5o you 6an soncentrate on the road and ||} -
surroundings. Put down your phone and don't talk or text while driving {
% If you drive your child to school. and helshe is crying. but you know hefshe is
geing to be fine, keep driving. You ean try to sing lullabies, but if you want to
eheck, you need to find a gas station or other safe place — not a shoulder —to A
pull over. Be careful not to look continuously in your rearview mirror.
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The “Emergency Vehicles and Security Escorts”
article in the June 16 edition of Lookout quoted
the Florida Statute requiring drivers to stop for
emergency vehicles. A Lookout reader asked for
clarification regarding the article:

“If you are traveling on a two-way road (one lane
in each direction) and an emergency vehicle is
coming behind you, you pull over as described in
the law. However, is it just courtesy or is it law
that the vehicles in the on-coming (other lane)
traffic heading toward the fire truck to also pull
over?”

The Florida Highway Patrol confirmed that Florida
Statute 316.126 affects all vehicles on the
highways regardless of traveling direction or
whether or not it is a divided median highway.

yield the right-of-way to

the emergency vehicle and shall immediately proceed to a position parallel to, and as
close as reasonable to the closest edge of the curb of the roadway, clear of any
intersection and shall stop and remain in position until the authorized emergency
vehicle has passed, unless otherwise directed by any law enforcement officer.” This
is a mandate for all drivers.
If you have questions, comments, or a topic you would like to see addressed:

please send to Reneka Whicker at reneka.a.whicker@nasa.gov
or Brian Gloade at brian.j.gloade@nasa.qov

WWW.Nasa.gov

A Brevard County
school bus crashed
on the first day back
to school last
Wednesday. The
Florida Highway
Patrol reported that
the 67-year-old bus
driver was
transporting 26
students to Viera
High School
Wednesday morning
when he
experienced some
kind of medical
episode and lost
consciousness. The
school bus veered
off the road and into
a retention pond.
The front end of the
bus submerged
itself in several feet
of water while the
back end remained
on land.

The students exited
the rear emergency
door. Thankfully, no
one was seriously
injured.

For safety tips
concerning school
bus safety, check
out the Aug. 11
edition of Lookout at

http://sotl.ksc.nasa.q
ov/


mailto:reneka.a.whicker@nasa.gov
mailto:brian.j.gloade@nasa.gov
http://sotl.ksc.nasa.gov/
http://sotl.ksc.nasa.gov/
http://sotl.ksc.nasa.gov/Lookout/Publications/Lookout June16.pdf
http://sotl.ksc.nasa.gov/Lookout/Publications/Lookout Aug 11.pdf
http://www.wdbo.com/photo/news/local/melbourne-bus-accident/pDX68/

